Greetings


 Dean & Mrs. “Jim” Fonseca, Barbara & Abe Osofsky, Surender Jain, Pramod Kanwar, Sergio López-Permouth, Dinh Van Huynh& other members of the Ohio Ring “Gang,” conference speakers & guests, Molly & I are deeply grateful you for your warm and hospitable welcome.

Flying out of Newark New Jersey is always an iffy proposition due to the heavy air traffic--predictably we were detained there for several hours, and arrived late. Probably not coincidently, Barbara & Abe Osofsky, Christian Clomp, and José Luis Gómez Pardo were on the same plane! 

So we were happy to see Nguyen Viet Dung, Dinh Van Huynh, and Pramod Kanwar at the Columbus airport. Pramod drove us to the Comfort Inn in Zanesville, while Dinh drove Barbara and Abe, and José Luis & Christian went with Nguyen.

We were hungry when we arrived in Zanesville at the Comfort Inn, Surender and Dinh pointed to nearby restaurants So, accompanied by Barbara & Abe Osofsky and Peter Vámos, we had an eleventh hour snack at Steak and Shake.  (Since Jose Luis had to speak first at the conference, he wouldn’t join us.) 

Molly & I were so pleased Steak and Shake’s 50’s décor and music that we returned the next morning for breakfast. I remember hearing“You Are So Beautiful,”  “Isn’t this Romantic,” and other nostalgia-inducing songs. Rashly, I tried to sing a line from those two at the Banquet, but fell way short of Joe Cocker’s rendition of the former. (Cocker’s is free to hear on You Tube on the Web.)
Zanesville


We also enjoyed other aspects of Zanesville and its long history. Robert Wiesbauer drove us to the conference Friday morning via the unique Y-Bridge spanning the confluence of the Licking and Muskingum Rivers. It is currently the only bridge of its type in the world and has been rebuilt numerous times since the 1850s. As a coincidence, there are only two Licking Rivers listed in the Life Pictorial Atlas, and the other one runs alongside my home town of Covington, KY, right into the Ohio River at Cincinnati. And wouldn’t you know?--the Muskingum River rolls southeast also emptying into the Ohio River!  Moreover, Zanesville has been around for a long time:

Zanesville was settled in 1797 by Ebenezer Zane (who lent his name to the town) and his son in law, John McIntire, at the point where Zane's Trace met the Muskingum River. Novelist Zane Grey was a descendant of the Zane family and was born in Zanesville. The city was the second state capital of Ohio from 1810 to 1812.  The National Road ran through Zanesville—from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.

Zane also founded the city of Wheeling, when it was still in the state of Virginia. My Dad was a big reader of Westerns, and I remember one by Zane Grey with the title, “Riders of the Purple Sage.” 
Getting to Know You…


At the lectures, I was happy to learn that my work and the work of co-authors have been found useful in the 21st century! Then, too, there were many personal surprises. On the one hand, it appears there were many “Problems of Faith,” and on the other hand, there were many “Questions of Faith”! 

In addition, I took the opportunity of my advanced senility to ask some impertinent questions about the names of, e.g., Agata Smoktunowicz (Polish), John Dauns (Latvian), Jan Trlifaj (Czech),  Lia Vas (Hungarian), and others. See their responses elsewhere in these “Memories.” (Henceforth, “Continued elsewhere” will abbreviate this.)  

José Luis Gómez Pardo


Despite getting little rest, José Luis gave a letter perfect lecture on a subject dear to the hearts of both Barbara & me: “An Overview of the FGF Problem (also called Faith’s Problem)”: If every finitely generated right R-module embeds in a free module is R a Quasi-Frobenius (= QF) ring? “The problem was posed by Faith in 1982, taking as inspiration an earlier question of (Lawrence) Levy about Ore rings.”  Moreover, speaking of the work done in the last ten years, he said, “Underlying much of this work are  the transfinite counting arguments develop by Osofsky in her proof of the finiteness of the socle. 

Regarding the photograph that José Luís showed of me at the chalk board at the U. of Murcía, let me warn anybody accepting an invitation from him not to go to a banquet beforehand--José Luís will kill you with kindness! Continued elsewhere.
Patrick Smith

In his talk, Patrick Smith reminded us that at the 1983 Conference in Ring Theory on Direct Sum Decompositions of Modules organized by Peter Vamos that I told him: “Patrick, you are more like one of our students than Alfred Goldie’s.”  Charudatta Hajarnavis then commented what working under Alfred was like. Continued at Patrick Smith and at Charudatta Hajarnavis.

 
Patrick also gave a hilarious spoof, “A New Career for Barbara” in which she is dressed in leather riding a motorbike around steep curves in the Apennines! Continued elsewhere.

On 6/19/2007 Patrick wrote (in part): “(It) was one of the 
most enjoyable conferences that I have been to for a long time, with a 
really family feel to it.”  I couldn’t agree more! 
Peter Pappas


After his talk, Peter Pappas reminded me that we met once before, at Nathan Jacobson’s retirement-from-Yale party in New Haven in 1981. He also remembered that we talked about his work on his Ph. D. thesis at Penn State, and at my request he wrote about this “Meeting Carl Faith Twice in My Life.”  Continued elsewhere.
…Getting to Know All About You

Surender Jain

Surrender greeted us at the banquet and spoke generously about our friendship dating back to 1968 in New Delhi, India at a conference on Injective Modules and Quotient Rings. There I made many new friends: Surender, of course,  Prof. Battacharia,  and many of Surender’s students: Ram Gupta, Saroj Jain (no relation), Ranga Rao, Surjeet Singh, Ahmad Shamsuddin & Kamlesh Wasan; of these, Saroj and Ranga came to Rutgers to obtain their Ph. D. degrees working with me. Continue at Surender Jain elsewhere.
Vic Camillo’s Testimony


Vic Camillo spoke at the Banquet about his first meeting me at Rutgers U. in fall of 1968 at the opening class of Abstract Algebra--Vic has the eye of a camera, and the heart of a poet!  He regaled us about the fun we had while he worked for the Ph. D., and about  his marriage to the artist, Barbara Asch, who said (right after they were married)“Vic is always working, working, working…” Can you believe that? Luckily Vic wrote “Testimony to Carl” beforehand, and I am grateful to him for sending it to me.  Not only that, but right after his talk he gave me a long poem entitled “Abstract Algebra Goes to Appalachia” dedicated to three deceased mathematicians: Pere Menal, Richard Resco and Robert Warfield. Continued elsewhere.
Peter Vámos Roast

Peter Vámos roasted me for addressing him not only as Paul but once as Freddy.  And that I sometimes signed my letters Carlos!
The fact that it was true made it all the more hilarious.  When I asked Peter (never Paul or Freddy) to send his roast to me, he surprised me by saying that he spoke extemporaneously. That fooled me, but maybe it had been simmering on the pot for a while! Continued elsewhere
Am I Going To Die Soon?”

I can only wonder: “Am I going to die soon?” This is a family joke that is said when someone is treated like royalty!  I really don’t deserve this wonderful honor, but, then, I have arthritis, and I don’t deserve that either! I stole the latter joke from Jack Benny, so you see that I am following Tom Lehrer’s famous advice in his song, “Nicholai Lobachewski”: “Plagiarize, let nothing evade your eyes!” 
A Kentucky Po’ Boy’s Thanks

I am “bigger, faster, stronger, and better” (as a Tee shirt decal declared in Miss Hattie’s, a restored San Angelo Texas former bordello)  than I was when we arrived here on Thursday. I thank of all of you for your generosity in your talks, and for showing a “Kentucky po’ boy a good time!”
Molly, You Are So Beautiful!





Warning—Photographs!


All the photographs are available on the Web. The first two and their keys are at 

carlfaith.com/80/  

The others are from Japheth’s “Road Trip” available at http://picasaweb.google.com/japhethwood/Roadtrip
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	Happy Birthday to Carl from the Algebra Seminar at Autonoma U. de Barcelona (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona)
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Photographs from Japheth Wood’s “Road Trip”
Message from Japheth Wood: July 11, 2007

I'm on the road, traveling about 3000 miles in 3 weeks to places including Plainfield, Annandale-on-Hudson, DC, Louisville, Nashville, Bloomington, Pittsburgh, Columbus, Zanesville, Princeton and Kingston. Here are some photos along the way. I'd love it if you would leave comments to help decipher the photos that you like, and feel free to share. Photos of Japheth’s Road Trip are accessible at 

http://picasaweb.google.com/japhethwood/Roadtrip
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Carl, Molly, Sylvia & Roger Wiegand
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George Bergman, Barbara, Carl, Roger, Molly & Japheth 
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Surender Jain, Roger, Peter Vamos
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Charudatta Hajarnavis & Charles Lanski
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 Jose’ Luis Go’mez Pardo, Dolors Herbera & Peter Vamos
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John Clark, Keith Nicholson, George Bergman & Vic Camillo
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 Benjigno Parra, Steve Szabo, Sergio Lopez-Permouth, Lia Vas 
& Alina Duca
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John Dauns, Gangyong Lee, Surender & Tariq Rizvi
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Jose’ Luis, Carl & Molly
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Patrick Smith
[image: image16.jpg]Yy



Evrim Alkalan
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Molly and Agata “Smokie” Smoktunowitz
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Birge Huisgen-Zimmerman, Molly & Carl
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Mamadou Barry, Robert Wisbauer, Ahmad Mojiri & Evrim
Photographs below can be accessed at:    http://www.zanesville.ohiou.edu/pr/mathconference6-2007.htm
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Above: Carl, Barbara, Surender, Dinh, and Sergio satisfying the dcc on decades: Carl is 80, Barbara is 70, Surender is 69, Dinh is 60 & Sergio is 50.
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The End


