Pere Menal


It would be impossible to fully express in this brief space the debts of friendship, both personal and mathematical, that I owe to the late Pere Menal Brufal. It all began in 1981, when I wrote to Pere about his 1981 paper on algebraic regular rings in connection with tensor products. (All dates refer to the publication date, and the reference found in “Rings and Things.” In fact, this article and several others in these Memories of Zanesville Conference were adapted from Part II of “R & T,” entitled “Snapshots of Mathematical People and Places.)

Pere & Hilbert Nullstellensatz 

Pere expressed amazement and delight that his 1981 result was connected with the Hilbert Nullstellensatz. (See, e.g. my paper in his Memorial Volume (ed. by Perelló. 1992)) After some years of correspondence, we began contemplating an algebra semester under the auspices of Manuel Castellet’s CRM, and went on to organize one in spring 1986--another much larger conference followed in Fall 1989. Much creative mathematics ﬂowed out of these conferences, particularly the theorem of Pere Menal and Peter Vámos [89] that realized a three decades-old a dream of ring theory: an embedding of any ring in an FP-injective ring (since self-injective rings won’t do.) 

Pere & Me

Pere and I collaborated on a problem that eluded us individually for many years, and we ﬁnally found what we were looking for: “A counter-example to a conjecture of Johns” which appeared in the Proceedings of the American Mathematical Society in 1991, shortly after his tragic death in an automobile accident in April. (See. the Pere Menal Memorial Volume (C. Perello´, General Ed.; M. Castellet, W. Dicks, J. Moncasi, Volume Eds.): Publ. Math. 36 (1992).)                     

Pere’s Myriad Collaborations


These are just two of the myriad collaborations that Pere Menal had with others: Jaume Moncasi, Pere Ara, Claudi Busqué, Ferran Cedó, Dolors Herbera, Rosa Camps (his talented students and colleagues) and Warren Dicks, Brian Hartley, Kenneth Goodearl, Robert Raphael, the aforementioned Peter Vámos, Boris Vaserstein (to mention but a few of his intense interactions with others). In particular, Pere’s paper with Dolors Herbera [89], Ferran Cedó’s  1991 paper, Dolors Herbera’s 1993 with Poobhalan Pillay,  and her doctoral thesis, and that of Rosa Camps, at U.A.B., each greatly advanced our knowledge on subjects taken up in seminars during these conferences. I am grateful that I happened to write to Pere back in 1981; otherwise, I might never have met this noble and gentle genius of Catalunya, who became an inspiration to many. 

Pere 
& I wrote three papers together, several of which are either abstracted on his website, and, in one case, “Polynomial rings over Goldie-Kerr commutative rings,”  Proc. Amer. Math. 
Soc. 120 (1994), 989–993 (a pdf of) the entire paper appears there on the 4-th page of his website. I have 
written about him & his work, his students & their work, and our joint work in “Rings & Things.  He & his wife, Maribel, were very helpful to Molly & me on our visit there in 1986 & in succeeding years when our sons joined us there.
Alberto Facchini and More Karma

I met Alberto at the Exeter conference in June 1984 on “Direct Sum Decompositions” organized by Peter Vámos. When I was asked by Pere Menal to help organize the Algebra Conference at Centre Recerca Matematica (CRM) at Autónoma University of Barcelona in spring 1986, I nominated both Alberto and Peter for my short list, which included Ken Goodearl and his mentor Robert Warﬁeld, Barbara Osofsky, Roger Wiegand, and Sylvia Wiegand. (The latter ﬁve could not attend either because of previous engagements or family illness.) Again, in the following conference at CRM in Fall 1989, we invited the same seven, in addition to the others listed above in my reminiscence about Pere Menal, only to receive the terrible news of the death of Robert Warﬁeld. Pere, newly editor of Communications in Algebra, dedicated a volume in memory of Robert (this came out in 1991). 

Continued at Alberto Facchini

