
Molly Sullivan & Agata at the Zanesville Ohio Conference 2007
—from Japheth’s “Road Trip” Photos 

Agata Smoktunowicz  


Agata Smoktunowicz  is a Polish mathematician presently at U. of Edinburgh.  In 2002, we invited her to speak at Rutgers
on her solution to a problem on the Jacobson 
radical of a ring 
that had remained unsolved since 1955--she constructed a non-commutative simple nil ring.
Actually, the history of the problem is this:


Nathan “Jake” Jacobson asked if a non-commutative simple 
radical ring existed.  This was established by E. Sasiada 
in 
1961, and 
he and P. M. Cohn gave a simpler example in 1967.  
Jakob Levitzki, Irving “Kap” Kaplansky in 1970, and Ju. M. 
Ryabukhin 
in 1969 asked if there exists non-commutative 
simple nil rings. Ryabukhin gave 
necessary & sufficient 
conditions for a certain factor ring of a free algebra to be a 
simple nil algebra. His 
theorem was the 
starting point for 
Agata’s example 
published in 2002 in Comm. Algebra.
After Agata’s talk in Zanesville, I quipped that Molly & I had a pet name for her: “Smokie” the Bear”); I then asked her what her name meant in Polish.  She laughed and said Smok is Polish for dragon, hence that she is “Smokie the dragon”! (That’s logic?  

But, not only that, since Agata (Agatha) means the good & the beautiful, the chair of this session, Charudatta Hajarnavis, quipped at the end of her talk, “Thank you, Beautiful Dragon Lady.” 

Continued at Agata’s Talk Outlined. 

