



Surender Jain at the Dais 

Carl and Barbara

Carl and Barbara, it is my utmost pleasure to have been a part of celebrations of your 80-th birthday and the 70-th birthday respectively. This conference organized in your honor is more important for me as you have been among my dearest and admirable oldest friends  


First let me say some of my memorable events that I had with you, Carl.  It was you and Yitz Herstein who gave me surprise to join Ohio University as I had not a  bit of idea when I received a few lines cable from Bob Helsel, the then chair of Department of Mathematics. I later learnt that you had independently sent my name at the request of Bob who was looking for persons to develop the Ph. D. program.


Conference on Injective Modules in Delhi, 1968

Carl, you had visited the University of Delhi in 1968 under the India-US AID program and spent about two months at the University of  Delhi and at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay. This is very well described in “Snapshots of Mathematical People and Places” in your book “Rings and Things”.


We were very lucky to have you visit us when we had almost established a school of Ring Theory and Homological Algebra at the University of Delhi. As you had seen, there were a number of Ph. D. students, Ram Niwas Gupta, Surjeet Singh, Saad Mohamed, Kamlesh Wasan, Saroj Jain, working in Rings and Modules.  They interacted with you and benefited by your lectures. You were a great source of inspiration!
 “Missionary in the Teachings of the Gospel of Abstract Algebra”

You were extremely informal which was kind of strange to the Indian culture. You would go to the café with students and eat your food which you got packed from the hotel. You were so open in making jokes that our highly conservative Head of the Department felt uncomfortable at times. However, you were greatly respected by all as a missionary in the teachings of the gospel of Abstract Algebra. 


You were so much respected and loved by the participants that when at the end of the 6 week course, diplomas were given out, all the students wanted your autograph on them without caring that this is an official document with the signature of the University officials only. The participants wanted to have your signature as this was their pride to tell in future that they had taken this advanced course in ring theory from Carl Faith. Since I also left Delhi in 1970, two students who were working at Delhi left to work at Rutgers with you.


Since that time you and I have exchanged several mails and conversed on phone. You have been a great source of inspiration not only for me but for the entire Ohio group. I wish you a long and healthy life!
Barbara

Barbara, you have given the Ring Theorists both at the Ohio University and the Ohio State University a tremendous support all through years in various ways. You have participated in several conferences conducted at Athens and Columbus.  You have been approached by the administration to review math department as a part of 3-member committee for a regular 7-year review. Recently, you had kindly wrote a strong letter of support as one of the external reviewers for the Center of Ring Theory for our regular 5-year review.  I personally had many communications with you on the problems I have been working. Those were extremely valuable.


On behalf of the Ring Theory team at OI and OSU, I thank you for all of your support and wish you a long and healthy and long life!
Carl and Barbara: Long Life!
 
I close by wishing Happy Birthday and many years of long life to Carl and Barbara. 


 Surender at the Banquet.
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 Carl and Surender at the end of the banquet:





Carl, Barbara, Surender, Dinh Van Huynh and Sergio Lopez-Permouth Permouth satisfying the dcc on decades: Carl is 80, Barbara is 70, Surender is 69, Dinh is 60 & Sergio is 50

