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Undated-from Kap’s Website 


Irving Kaplansky, William Shakespeare 
And “Rings & Things”


Irving “Kap” Kaplansky regularly visited Rutgers over the thirty-ﬁve years that I was on the faculty. Sometimes his visits were unoﬃcial in that he was visiting a relative in the engineering department. But when he gave a colloquium, you had to get there early if you expected to get a seat—he was one of our most popular speakers. (Jack Milnor and Armand Borel were two others who lectured to overﬂow audiences.) 

Kap’s “Rings and Things”

At the Annual Meeting of the American Mathematical Society in Orlando in January 1996, Kap gave his (postponed) retiring presidential address on “Rings and Things.”  Here’s a quote: 

“As I look out at the audience, I wonder how many spotted the title? 
...in 
Act II, Scene I, line 322 of “The Taming of the Shrew,” 
Petruchio has successfully wooed Katherine (if “wooed” is the 
right word), and as the wedding impends, he tells her “We shall 
have rings and things and a ﬁne array…” The phrase was 
brought to my attention by my children. When they were young they 
at times told their friends that their daddy worked on rings and 
things. I believe that they did not know they were quoting 
Shakespeare. The late Einar Hille once remarked that wherever he 
looked in mathematics he managed to see semigroups of operators. I 
feel the same way about rings.”


On June 30, 2006 Sergio Lopez-Permouth wrote:

 “Dear Friends, I stumbled into this note in the AMS Website.  I though you would want to know.”
Irving Kaplansky, 1917-2006

Kaplansky died on June 25, 2006, at the age of 89. He made significant contributions to algebra and other fields, and was the author of many important texts. He was on the winning team, from the University of Toronto, of the first Putnam competition in 1938 and was the first Putnam Fellow. Kaplansky received his Ph.D. from Harvard in 1941 under the direction of Saunders Mac Lane. He taught at the University of Chicago from 1945 to 1984, serving as chair from 1962 to 1967. Kaplansky was director of the Mathematical Sciences Research Institute from 1984 to 1992. He was very active in AMS governance and in its publications, serving as AMS president from 1985 to 1986. Kaplansky was a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and was an honorary member of the London Mathematical Society. He received the Leroy P. Steele Prize Career Award (now called Lifetime Achievement) in 1989 for "his lasting impact on mathematics, particularly mathematics in America." In his response to the award, he gave this advice: "spend some time every day learning something new that is disjoint from the problem on which you are currently working (remember that this disjointedness may be temporary), and read the masters.”

Regarding Kap’s advice, see how it applied to John Cozzens and Barbara Osofsky in the notes I wrote about them.
On July 2, 2006, I wrote:

“Dear Sergio,


We have lost an inspiring leader.  Kap taught us by his papers and lectures over his long life-time.  My students and I learned so much from him during his visits at Rutgers.


He swam almost daily, and urged everyone to do the same. He always looked fit as a fiddle, and we were hoping he would go on forever, and will miss him, his wisdom and wit.


Best regards, Carl”

