
John Dauns

I was born in Latvia in 1937, and named  "Jani Drinks". My grandfather and father had this last name, which might mean a certain tool in Latvian.  Later it was changed to the English version 'John Dauns' after I became a U.S. citizen. I hold a dual U.S. and Latvian citizenship, and speak and write Latvian. 'Dauns' does not mean anything in any language that I know.  Between 1940-1945 we lived several times either under the Russians  or the Germans, but finally succeeded in getting to the U.S. zone of Germany. 

In 1950, I and my parents, who were divorced, emigrated to the U.S.  I lived with my mother who worked in a hotel, then became an X-ray technician, and later a bookkeeper-clerk in Boston. My father remarried and was a lathe operator in a Chicago factory. 

In Boston, I went to high school much of the time working  part or full time, then M.I.T., where I could get a long term loan at nominal interest to be repaid after graduation, and later I was fortunate to get some scholarships. I also worked at M.I.T.'s Instrumentation Lab Summers, and sometime there also part time during the school year. 
I got a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship to Harvard, then a N.S.F. fellowship, and during my last year I even taught calculus at Harvard. I wrote my Ph.D. thesis in complex variables under David V. Widder. Then I had a choice of going to either Rice, U.C.L.A., or Tulane, and I choose Tulane.


Since then I have been at Tulane, except for a year in Tübingen University during 1971-1972 , and a half a year in 1984 at universities in South Africa.  At first in Tulane I did some joint work on biregular rings, normed, and C*-algebras with Karl H. Hofmann.  Later also with Laszlo Fuchs who came to Tulane after I did.


During 1970-1971, Tulane organized a special year in the Theory of Rings and Operator Algebras with many long term

lecture series by many eminent ring theorists. Carl Faith lectured and wrote a in Lectures on Rings and Modules, Springer 246, the Chapter " Modules Finite Over Endomorphism Ring " pp. 145-186.

Note: John: maybe your Latvian name, Jani, is related to Janus--In Roman mythology, Janus was the god of gates, doors, doorways, beginnings, and endings. His most apparent remnants in modern culture are his namesakes, the month of January and the caretaker of doors and halls: janitor. (I have Molly, my resident Latinist, to thank for this!)
