Sergio Roberto Lopez-Permouth

Sergio graduated from Universidad del Valle de Guatemala, got a Master's degree from Ohio University (Athens) and a Ph.D. from North Carolina State U. (Raleigh) After the doctorate, Sergio returned to Athens in1986.  He was department chair at OU 1996-1999 but now professes to be "fully recovered" from the experience.
Zanesville Times Recorder Interview

Interviewed for an article at the Zanesville Conference that appeared in the June 17, 2007, Sergio said: “Ring theory is very interesting, and that is why scholars pursue it.  Now, it is also nice that it has found applications in different areas.  I, for example, do research on something called coding theory. Coding theory is not cryptography. It is not about keeping messages secret; it is actually quite the opposite.  It is trying to make sure that, even though when you  send a message your transmission may be subject to noise, the message will not get lost before it arrives to its destination. To do this, we add some intelligent redundancy.  That way, maybe with a computer program or something like that on the other end, you can reconstruct …what the message was meant to be.”

So, we see that Sergio has followed Kaplansky’s advice: “It pays to know more than one field.”
Carl’s Comment: I first met Sergio and his family at Oberwolfach at a Conference organized by Barbara Osofsky and Robert Wiesbauer. I asked him to write some of his recollections. Molly remembered that his wife was “heavy with child” (as they used to say.) This is what he wrote in an e-mail of August 7, 2007:
Gabriel was born a couple of months after; he is the youngest of my four boys.  He will be fourteen soon! David, Daniel and Michael were with us at Oberwolfach.  That meant that with the assigned seats system for meals at the conference center we ended up occupying an entire table each night with only one seat left for assorted victims.  Joy and I joked that if they caught someone
not paying attention during the talks their punishment was to sit with the Lopezes.  The best companion we got was Jae Park.  He jumped
in and served kids plates like a great uncle.  Everybody else was quite gracious but Jae was simply great!


Above: Carl, Barbara, Surender, Dinh, and Sergio satisfying the dcc on decades:

Carl is 80, Barbara is 70, Surender is 69, Dinh is 60, and Sergio is 50

