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Dr. Japheth Wood and Abeer Hoque at the reception for his brother & Carl’s & Molly’s son, Dr. Ezra Wood, and Abeer's sister, Dr. Simi Hoque at  Edgewood Country Club, Monroeville, PA, August 13, 2005 (Note the halo above Abeer!)

Japheth Meets the Kaschs in Korea


In early July 1999 I stopped over in South Korea for two weeks on the way to Malachi and Jhilam's wedding in Bangladesh. After some time in Seoul, I headed out to the countryside for a week, south to Kyongju (also transliterated as Gyeongju), which was the capital of the ancient Silla Kingdom for a thousand years. I enjoyed some wonderful hikes around this historic city, especially on nearby Namsan mountain, just south of Kyongju, and populated by Buddhist monuments. My tour guide was a middle-school math teacher named Mr. Kim (this is by far the most common surname in Korea, something like Mr. Smith, but even more so.* I'd be amazed if I ever saw him again).


On one hike I spotted an elderly German couple. I struck up a
conversation with them and found that the husband was also a
mathematician. Upon further questioning he turned out to be a Ring
Theorist, so I asked if he knew Carl Faith and both their faces lit
up. Of course they knew Carl! They explained how Carl practically
lived with them while he was in Germany**), and were amazed when I explained that I was Carl's son. We took some pictures, traded
addresses and parted ways.


The German mathematician was Friedrich “Fritz” Kasch, who was out on a hike with his wife after attending the Third Korea-China-Japan International Symposium on Ring Theory (June 28-July3, 1999).
___________________


Carl wrote the footnotes:


* According to 1990 U.S. Census data the top hundred surnames in the U.S. are: Smith (1.006% of the population), Johnson (0.810%). Williams (0.699%), Jones (0.621%) etc. Google “Most common surnames in USA” for the rest of the list, and it will throw in many other countries of the world as a bonus. And yes, Japheth was right, Kim leads Lee & all others in Korean surnames.

** I first met Fritz Kasch, whom he knew from reading his papers,  on a tour boat for mathematicians at the International Congress of at Edinburgh in  1958. On the same boat I also met Gottfried Köthe, again whom I knew from his pioneering work on ring theory in the 1930s. In the course of the tour, the two invited me to study with them at Heidelberg University.  With their support, I won a Fulbright-NATO postdoctoral fellow at Heidelberg in 1959-1960. The Kaschs, Fritz and Ursula, were gracious hosts to my family, including his two daughters, Heidi and Cindy, ages 4 and 2 respectively. However, we lived in Frau Reinhold’s Pension in Neuenheim, a suburb across the Neckar River (a tributary to the Rhine) from the Kaschs, and within walking distance to the  Mathematical Institute at Heidelberg.  I met Marston Marse, who invited me to come to the Inst. for Advance Study the following year, not at the Kasch's, but at a Christmas party at the home of the world-famous topologist's H. Seifert. (I wrote 
about this in “Rings and Things,” but, I  didn’t write that Heidi was speaking fluent German by September 1960!)

The name Heidelberg is an adaptation of Heidelbeerenberg, German for Blueberry Mountain.
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