Dr. Paul Moritz Cohn, 1924-2006

Paul Cohn (1980)

He was friend and mathematics professor at the University of London, who, with his wife, Deirdre, two children, Juliet & Ursula,  and   two  Ph. D. students, visited us at Rutgers U. in the late 1960s. I wrote about this 
& his work in my books, e.g., in “Rings & Things.” At the Zanesville 2007 Conference, George Bergman  told me that he “was working on a description of Paul's research for a memorial by  reading through MR reviews of  his papers, and after a series of brief dry reviews, he came to one emphatically enthusiastic one “ that I had written about Paul: "The Embedding of Skew Fields, Proc. London Math. Soc. (3) 11 (1961), 511-530, appears in Vol. 1 of Review in Ring Theory, # 21.03.002.  The review starts out:  "This paper makes original and important contributions to at least three recognized branches of contemporary algebra: groups, semi-groups, associative rings, and non-associative rings."  
Paul told me that this pleased him very much—the review covered over a quarto page of Math. Reviews. 

I mentioned to George that I tried to get Paul to write an autobiography, but he demurred, saying essentially that it 
was his cup of tea.  Then George pointed out that Paul did indeed write one, saying it appears beneath Paul’s picture at the following link:

http://www.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/rz3a035/kindertransport.html 


The following link also works:

http://www1.uni-hamburg.de/rz3a035//kindertransport.html

After I read this I wrote to George that I think Paul didn’t want me to read this because he didn’t want me to feel sorry for him. And he was right!  I felt very sorry for him—he lost his parents and everything--except his life, and, as Cicero said, “Where there’s life, there’s hope.”
