 
Surender K. Jain


Dr. Surrender Jain, or “S. K.” as he is called, is mathematician & friend whom I met in New Delhi, India, at a Conference, April-June, 1968,  sponsored by the NSF, USAID & the Govt. of India,  that  he organized to study “Injective Modules & Quotient Rings,” on which I had written a Springer Lecture Notes # 49 (1967). 


I met many new friends at the 1968 conference,  including, Battacharia of Delhi U, Prof. Bhama Srinivasan of Madras U., and many of Jain’s & New Delhi students: Ram N. Gupta, Saroj Jain, Ranga Rao, Ahmad Shamsuddin & Surjeet Singh (who invited my family to his wedding!), Kamlesh Wasan.  Saroj & Ranga came to Rutgers to work with me, obtaining their Ph. D. degrees in the early 70s. 

Surender arranged a day trip to Agra and Fatehpur Sikri for conferees. After the conference I traveled around  India: Jaipur, Tata Institute in Bombay , Colaba, Madras (where Bhama showed me an ancient temple a bit south of Madras), Calcutta, Banares, and back to New Delhi. Surender & Bhama kindly arranged some lectures for me en route. I wrote about this in “Snapshots of Mathematical Friends and Places,” Part II of  “Rings and Things.”
 
I. N. Herstein & I both wrote letters in support of his application for a position at Ohio U. (Athens), where he now holds the rank of Distinguished Professor. He is also the Director of the Center of Ring Theory and its Applications. He has supervised 21 Ph.D. dissertations in non-commutative rings, modules, and applied linear algebra.  

Surender has held visiting professor appointments at many institutions at home and abroad.  His visiting positions include the U. of California at Riverside, at Santa Barbara, and at Berkeley, Ohio State U. at Columbus, North Carolina State U. at Raleigh, University of Chicago, McMaster U. at Hamilton, Canada, U. of Frankfurt, Germany, the Indian Statistical Institute, and the Indian Institute of Technology.  

He is an executive editor of the Journal of Algebra and its Applications, published by World Scientific Press and an executive editor of the East-West Journal of Mathematics.  He is also serving on the editorial board of Electronic Journal of Algebra.  A life member of the Indian Mathematical Society, he is also a member of the American Mathematical Society and the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics.


I wrote to Surender on June 29 (or 30): “I know you're busy, busy, as usual, flying all over the globe, India, this week, maybe Indonesia, next week, and  back again... “ He responded right away: “I am writing this from Texas, where we have a family event. I leave for China for two weeks on Tuesday, July 3 for two meetings.” So--not Indonesia, but China!
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Above:  Carl surrendering to Surender! 

Below: Carl, Barbara, Surender, Dinh, and Sergio satisfying the dcc on decades: Carl is 80, Barbara is 70, Surender is 69, Dinh is 60 & Sergio is 50





