
Patrick Smith at Zanesville,  June 16, 2007

--from Japheth’s “Road Trip”

My first meeting with Alfred Goldie was the day after I had driven down from the north of Scotland to start a PhD with him. I didn't know what to expect. I went in and he said "Hello. You're Patrick Smith? You need to get a mug." I must have looked bemused. He went on, "Coffee is at 11 and you will need to get yourself a mug for coffee. I shall see you then." 

And that was the start of my research career!! What did you tell your students? Perhaps, "Read Osofsky's Theorem and come back next year when you understand it!"?


Do you have "mugs" in USA? I know you speak approximate English so am not sure what you say and what you don't say. Of course, a mug is a large cup.*)

Talking about module theory, Patrick explained that his adviser Alfred Goldie worked mainly with elements inside a ring, while he himself became enamored of the power of module theory. After his talk, I mentioned that the same thing was true of Sam Perlis, my Ph. D. adviser.  However, while I was working on my thesis on the normal basis theory in Galois, I became aware of the module-theoretical description of a normal basis. (See “Module Theory and Galois Theory” elsewhere.)
-------------------------------------------------------

*) Stateside, mugs are heavier cups

